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	Standard Description
	Example Rigor
	Prerequisite Skills
	Common 

Assessment
	When Taught?
	Extension Standards

	What is the essential standard to be learned?  Describe in student-friendly vocabulary.
	What does proficient student work look like?  Provide an example and/or description.
	What prior knowledge, skills, and/or vocabulary is/are needed for a student to master this standard?
	What assessment(s) will be used to measure student mastery?
	When will this standard

be taught?
	What will we do when students have learned the essential standard(s)?

	Counting & Reading Rhythms

	Count individually using whole, half, quarter, eighths, sixteenths, triplets and compound triplets and combinations in music at faster pacing.
	Count using numbers & syllables; keep a steady beat; identify notes & rest
	Rhythm Slides, Rhythm Test, Playing Test, Concert Performances, UIL Sight reading Pieces
	Continuously taught and built upon
	More complex rhythmic patterns

	Note Reading


	Extension of range on each instrument
	Identify & perform notes in Treble Clef & Bass Clef; identify & perform notes that utilize ledger lines
	Music Theory Test, Playing Test, Concert Performances, UIL Sight reading Pieces
	Continuously taught and built upon
	Continually increasing range with good tone and precision

	Key Signatures

	Perform music in the key of Concert Db, G, and D
	Concert C, F, Bb, Eb, and Ab
	Music Theory Test, Sight reading Preparation, Concert Performances, UIL Sight reading Pieces
	Continuously taught and built upon.  Each key introduced in the “Foundations for Superior Performance” book
	Perform pieces with a variety of key signatures changes throughout; and with more than one key change 

	Articulations

	Legato through staccato at largo to presto tempi
	Identify & perform staccatos, tenuti, marcatos, & accents
	Playing Test, Concert Performances, UIL Sight reading Pieces
	Continually taught and built upon and utilized. 
	Matching articulations throughout the ensemble.

	Dynamics

	ppp though fff with fp, sfz, and implied dynamic direction and shading
	Identify & perform music at a variety of dynamic levels; pp, p, mp, mf, f, ff, fp, crescendos & decrescendos
	Music Theory Test, Playing Test, Concert Performances, UIL Sightreading Pieces
	Introduced in 6th Grade; built upon continuously
	Matching dynamics throughout the ensemble.
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	Form

	Identify & perform music that includes repeat signs, D.S. al Coda, D.C. al Coda, 1st & 2nd endings, and ABA form
	Identify & perform music that includes repeat signs, D.S. al Coda, D.C. al Coda, 1st & 2nd endings, and ABA form
	Music Theory Test, Concert Performances, UIL Sight reading Pieces
	Continuously
	Ternary form including sonata allegro form

	Balance, Blend, &
Intonation


	Playing notes in tune; performing with a  well-balanced & blended ensemble sound; students will have an understanding of the Pyramid of Sound within the context of families, choirs, and entire ensemble.
	Playing notes in tune; performing with a  well-balanced & blended ensemble sound; students will have an understanding of the Pyramid of Sound
	Self tuning and tuning within the section
	Continuously
	Continually work toward making the ensemble more dark in sound and projection.

	Tempo

	Include presto, vivo, allargando, adagio, and largo
	Identify & perform music that includes andante, moderato, allegro, ritardando, & accelerando
	Music Theory Test, Concert Performances, UIL Sight reading Pieces
	Introduced in 6th Grade; built upon continuously
	Proceed to vivace, prestissimo, and grave tempi

	Posture &
Breathing

	Perform breathing exercises & play instrument with correct posture (i.e. feet flat on floor, back away from the chair, sitting tall, head lifted) 
	Perform breathing exercises & play instrument with correct posture (i.e. feet flat on floor, back away from the chair, sitting tall, head lifted)
	Concert Performances, performing phrases that are more than 4 measures in length
	Continuously worked and built upon using long and lunga tones
	phrases reaching more than 32 counts at andante tempo or slower

	Reflect &

Critique

	Self reflection and ensemble critique based on KMEA Large Ensemble Performance Assessment rubric that include previous elements covered including stage presences and selection appropriateness.  
	Listen & recognize the difference between right & wrong pitches/rhythms being performed; recognizing correct balance/blend of the ensemble performance
	Concert Reflections, Concert Festival Judge’s Rubric  
	After each public performance via audio and video recordings
	Self reflection on more complex musical aesthetics 
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